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The Real Purpose of Christmas e Chen B 1l

In Jamaa, the animals were sleeping. It was the day before Christmas. They were so very excited. They had very good
dreams. They also were imagining their gifts. But as they slept, snowflakes began to fall. Soon, it began to snow heavily.
Without warning, a blizzard started. The animals didn't notice the blizzard until it became so powerful that the lights flick-
ered out. The animals suddenly woke up. They stared only to find complete darkness. Then they stared out their windows,
but it took them 5 minutes to find the windows. When they finally got to their windows, they gasped in awe as the blizzard
roared past their eyes. Then one animal said, "A powerful blizzard must have started when we were sleeping. It must have
also gotten so strong that it made the lights go out." "It could have. There is a possibility,” replied another animal. The ani-
mals shrugged. Then they went back to sleep without remembering that if there is a very powerful blizzard outside, Santa
Deer wouldn't be able to get through to give them their gifts.

In the morning on Christmas, the animals woke up. Sleepily, they walked over to the calendar.
They looked and suddenly saw that it was Christmas today. They cheered and jumped up with
joy. But when they got to the Christmas Tree, no gifts were there, nothing at all. They stared in
awe. The animals were really sad because the gifts were the best part of Christmas. They would
be happy for their gifts, but there was none. Just then, a voice said, "Don't you remember? The
real purpose for Christmas is to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ," said the voice. It was the Lord!
The animals looked up but saw no one. "I am The Lord your God," said The Lord. The animals
then remembered that was the specific reason for Christmas. They had totally forgotten that.
Then, they just remembered that they could still have fun and joy with their friends and family.

A Christmas without gifts is still Christmas. And besides, the real purpose for Christmas is to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, not the gifts. So the animals enjoyed the rest of their Christmas happily.
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My beloved mother went home peacefully to be with the
Lord on 4/12/2013 at age 97 after having lived in a nursing
home in NYC for over 3'2 years as a result of a serious stroke.
I am thankful that all her 5 children and 14 grandchildren,
including two flew in from Hong Kong on a delayed flight,
were by her bedside to bid farewell. My son Elliot played her
favorite hymns with his violin as I prayed and blessed her
before she completed her journey on earth.

At her memorial service, all family members wore either
red flower boutonnieres or red ties to honor her wish and to
celebrate her life. Several caregivers from the nursing home
also attended the viewing and they shared with us how mom
sang hymns and witnessed to them about Jesus. They were
also touched by how mom was lovingly cared for by the fam-
ily members every day at the nursing home. I gave the eulo-
gy and praised her as the Proverbs woman.

I thank God for a loving mother for an exceptionally long
time to nurture, guide and encourage me to walk with Jesus.
After college, I moved from NYC to WDC in 1978 for my job.
She would always ask me if I had attended church on previ-
ous Sunday during our weekly telephone conversation. God
has obviously used her to keep me in check during my
“busy” younger days. When Amy gave birth to Bethanie in
1990 and Elliot in 1993, she came and lived with us to provide
the much needed help and relief. Mother was quiet in nature
and she didn’t say much. However, she modeled God’s love
to us through her kindness, gentleness and hospitality to oth-
ers. She lived frugally, and yet she was one of the most gener-
ous people that I have ever known towards God’s servants
and ministries. Mom frequently reminded her children that
serving God is the most blessed privilege in life. She was
most thankful that all her children were actively serving in
their local churches.

I am so grateful to God for an opportunity to bring mom
great joy when I brought my newly engaged daughter and
her fiancé to visit her at the nursing home in March of 2013.
Mom'’s health was deteriorating then and was not fully alert
most of the time. However, she was fully alert when we ar-
rived and she was so happy to see us; especially seeing her
future grandson-in-law for the very first time. She kept point-
ing at me and laughed heartily as if I had done something
hilarious. After that brief moment of clarity of mind; she re-
verted back to her sleepy stage. Less than one month later,
mom left us peacefully without discomfort to be with Jesus.
I can still see that big smile on her kind and gentle face that
projects a life of joy and contentment. Thank you Lord for
that beautiful memory.
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Ten Things | Learned from Pastor Liu:

- Better to go than not go: better to be at an
event than not be there

- Be careful with money that is not yours

- Allow pastors and elders' wives freedom
to serve as they see fit

- Unity of leaders

- Be active and persistent in reaching the
loss of the world

- On-the-job training for those who serve

- Be ontime

- Plant churches

- Get lay people involved in serving

- Be generous in your giving to God

every Christmas.

seas.

it.
Five Things | Learned from Mrs. Helen Liu:
- Be giving

- Be hospitable

- Be caring

- Be friendly

- Be warm

~ Pastor John Tung, CBCM English Pastor

Top ten reasons why | will sorely miss Rev. and Mrs Liu:

10. Staff parties Mrs. Liu planned for us at Bamboo Buffet.

9. Without Rev. Liu, we will have one less excuse for birthday parties.
8. Their hospitality -- we had the best Christmas parties and Chinese
New Year gatherings at their house.

7. Their thoughtfulness -- Mrs. Liu hand-picked/made presents for us

6. Rev. Liu's sense of humor and his heart of gold. Without him, we
will be like Charlie's Angels without Charlie!
5. Rev. Liu's ministry sharing after he came back from his trips over-

4. The fun chats we had during staff evaluations.
3. The opportunities to learn from Rev. Liu's sermons while | work on

2. Mrs. Liu is gracious, generous, loving and caring; all the qualities
that made her the perfect pastor's wife. Rev. Liu is blessed with the
most supportive partner in life and ministries. God bestowed our
church with the most awesome BOGO deal.

1. Rev. Liu is one of the most principle-oriented and godly man that |
know. He is the best Senior Pastor CBCM has ever had.

~ Irene Chang, CBCM Church Secretary
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~ Karen Tong, CBCM Church Secretary

Pastor Liu is a spiritual leader with
strong leadership skills, like Moses, he
also cares about people, it doesn't matter
who they are. | always receive Christmas
gifts from him. | like his sermons and testi-
monies. Talking about his retirement, |
think God is calling him for another adven-
ture. We need a strong leader like him for
our church. May God bless CBCM with a
new senior pastor in the future.

Pastor Liu and Mrs. Liu, may God bless
you with your new adventure!

~ Andrew Leung, CBCM Facilities worker

Dear Pastor Liu,

When | think of you, | think of 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8, 11
-12: “But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing
mother tenderly cares for her own children. Having so
fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart
to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives,
because you had become very dear to us... exhorting and
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father
would his own children, so that you would walk in a man-
ner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom
and glory.”

These are some of the areas | appreciate Pastor Liu:
- His heart for God and his faithfulness and commitment to
serve Him
- His heart for the world, the lost and His Kingdom
- He’s a man of “few words”, but when he speaks people
listen
- His perseverance
- He and Mrs. Liu visited me on the field several times dur-
ing my 18 years of missionary service in Taiwan (one or
twice they brought their children with them)

- He is generous in giving to God and to people

- He cares about Christian workers who start out and need
extra help and encouragement

- He cares about small churches and desires to help them
grow

- They brought me their homemade JEEZ = 5 after | came
home from a surgery

And Mrs. Liu:
- Always has a positive outlook — She thinks the best of
people and situation
- Very giving, generous, thoughtful
- Each time | was on home service, when the staff get to-
gether for meals, she always extend her gracious invita-
tions to me to join them
- Hospitable: she is a 'Hostess with the Mostess'!
- Christmas gifts they prepare for the staff and their spous-
es each year and countless meals they host. One of the
fun ones was the hotpot lunch.

With much appreciation,
Isabel Lee
CBCM Minister of Women’s Ministry




One thing I've learned from Pastor Liu is
how to stay humble in ministry. Despite
being the Senior Pastor of a prominent
Chinese church, | do not sense any pride
in him. | see a man who is humble, never
willing to take credit for all the wonderful
things that have happened while he has
been here but rather crediting everything
to God.

~ Kenneth Hom, CBCM English Minister
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~ Sophia Wong, CBCM Children’s Director
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~ E#EE Ellen Lei, CBCM Administrator/Pastoral Assistant
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Dear Pastor Liu and Mrs. Liu,

When our family immigrated to this country 21 years ago, we
were preoccupied with the uncertainties of our new life. As new im-
migrants, we struggled with the thought of supporting ourselves and

two children.

During that time, dealing with the new environment and finding a
new job was very stressful. We knocked many doors but without any
success. Our future outlook seemed very dim.

However, despite the hard circumstances, our Lord and Savior
sent so many brothers and sisters from this church CBCM to comfort
us. They were praying for us and generously extended their loving
hands during our time of needs. One day, our faithful Heavenly Fa-
ther surprised us by placing you in our path as a channel of blessing
by finding us a place to serve at the House of the Lord — CBCM.

Since then, we cannot THANK YOU enough for all your love,
kindness, encouragement, prayers, and support. It has been a privi-
lege and honor to have known you throughout these years. We will
really miss you. May the Lord reward you and continually bless you

enormously.
In HIM,

Francisco and Violeta Chang
CBCM Finance Assistant

I have not stopped giving thanks for you,

remembering you in my prayers.
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~ Eph. 1:16

~ Kathy Cheung, CBCM Staff Accountant
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Pastor Liu baptizing
Clement

Since my childhood days of growing up at CBCM, Pastor Liu has always been a man that | have
deeply admired for his godly character, faithful leadership and sound biblical preaching (for which, in
the Chinese-speaking Christian world, he is world-renown). In the handful of one-on-one meetings
that I've had with him in his office over the past three and a half years that I've been on the pastoral
staff, Pastor Liu has always been affirming, encouraging and prayerfully supportive of my ministry
and pastoral calling. As a young minister, to have the endorsement of this legendary great has been
an empowering gift from the Lord that | will always treasure. Very few churches enjoy the kind of
growth, stability and consistency that Pastor Liu’s leadership brought to our church. | heartily cele-
brate Pastor Liu’s faithfulness to God’s call at CBCM over the last 30+ years. I'm thankful for and
greatly inspired by the way that Pastor Liu has finished well the race that was set before him at our
church, and | look forward to hearing great things when it comes to how the Lord will continue to use
him and Mrs. Liu in the advancing of His Kingdom, post-CBCM.

~ Clement Wen, CBCM Youth Minister




These are some of the qualities that immediately
come to mind when [ think of Rev. Liu:

Principled - it is an obvious one: he will say and
do what needs to be said and done, even if it
means people will be offended.

Gracious - he gives people chance to serve and,
when they mess up, chance again. He takes risks
on people.

Steadfast - does anyone think it is easy to serve as
a pastor in a church? And for 31 years!?

Heart for missions - why does anyone think he
goes overseas so much? For fun? For vacation?
No, it is to serve, out of a heart for missions. He
doesn’t just give money but his life. Missions is
what he is going to do after concluding his ministry
here. He cares about God and His Kingdom.

Generous and Caring - he does give money and
time generously, and not just for missions, but also
to people who are in need because he cares for
their tangible needs as well.

Thank you, Pastor Liu!
~ Vitus Cheng, CBCM Cantonese Pastor

What I learned from Pastor and Mrs. Liu

| feel so blessed to have Pastor and Mrs. Liu to be part of our
church family for 30+ years. One of the biggest lessons that |
have learned from Pastor Liu's example is he is a person of moral
courage. He takes his position seriously as a prophet of God in
proclaiming God's Word and biblical principles. He preaches with
conviction, encouraging and challenging us, and at times remind-
ing us of our sins. He has no fear in preaching against controver-
sial issues such as abortion, divorce, sexual immorality, and same
sex marriage, and addressing issues such as materialism and
greed, even though he might offend some people. These are
things that need to be said at the pulpit, so that the church can
continue to be the salt and light of the world. He fully understands
the true purpose of the pulpit, and | have been praying that our
next CBCM senior pastor will have this same moral courage. One
can tell his motivation for his "bluntness" is to please God instead
of men, and to be faithful to the Word of God. | will always admire
and respect him for his courage in defending the Truth.

I will always have fond memories of Mrs. Liu's love and care for
CBCMers. In addition to raising a family, at times working part-
time outside her home, serving in ministries such as choir, teach-
ing Sunday school, visitations, etc.., she and Pastor Liu have fre-
quently hosted many fellowship groups at their home through the
years, and she cooked many meals for us. She is a very busy la-
dy for The Lord. Her use of time, energy, and resources in joyfully
serving us through the years truly reflects where her treasure is.

~Amy Liu

HRERE5
ROPEYI—t]BRE -

With my lips | declare
all the ordinances of your mouth.

~ Z5E Psalm 119:13 (NRSV)

| first came to CBCM in December 1983, exactly 30 years ago this month. | was a new Christian and CBCM was a
new church. We were like a family. Most of us knew each other. From that first Sunday until now, I've had the privi-
lege of getting to know Pastor and Mrs. Liu from his sermons and attending their classes. Many times Pastor and Mrs.
Liu opened their home and invited us to dinner and fellowship. | watched Pastor Liu's children grow up, and he and
Mrs. Liu's prayers were with us when my husband Keith and | traveled to Shanghai, China, to adopt my baby girl.

Keith and | met here at CBCM. We attended Pastor Liu's pre-marital counseling class. We also had the privilege of
attending several of Mrs. Liu's classes on parenting. Her classes were full of practical advice but most of all she taught
us the importance of following God's teachings in being a godly and responsible parent, raise up our children in a godly
home, and fill our children's lives with God's words from the Bible. | also remember Mrs. Liu telling us that we have
a very small window of time in which to influence our children for the Lord.

| have seen this church grow from several families to what it is today under Pastor Liu's leadership, and how it be-
came a missions oriented church because of Pastor Liu's vision and passion to fulfill God's Great Commission and
send out more workers into the fields for harvest. Indeed CBCM has sent out its own missionaries and grown in the
support of missionaries around the world. This has impacted my life.

My family celebrated a number of important events at CBCM. Keith and my daughter were both baptized here, and
Pastor Liu presided over my daughter's baby dedication on Father's Day in 1995. | am grateful to Pastor and Mrs. Liu
for their dedication, devotion, service and leadership at CBCM. Their legacy will remain a part of this church.

~ Wai-Soo Koo
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