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Shert Tewm Missions Trip

Christina Zhou (7" grader)

New York

Coming to New York with high hopes, |
eagerly awaited for Monday to arrive.
What | had not foreseen was the lack of
experience, which many in the group did
not possess. On the first day, the wall of
silence prevented us from communicating
with the LITs (Leaders in Training, teenage
helpers from the local church), creating a
bit of tension, and an unwanted quietness.
As the week progressed on, we were all
able to successfully work together. Unfor-
tunately, three of the five helpers were
uncooperative, and spent 90% of their
time on their portable electronic devices
for the first three days, which put us in a
position where we had to do more work
than planned, creating stress.  Luckily,
after addressing this problem, two of
them started to cooperate some more. |
also noticed the language barriers be-
tween the teachers and the students.
Many of these students did not under-
stand English very fluently, so when
teaching English, it became more of a one
-on-one class than one teacher talking to
everyone. As addressed before, the prob-
lems with some of the helpers increased
stress among us. | also learned that during
Arts & Crafts, folding paper a.k.a. Origami,

TRFVEE

proved to be too difficult for young chil-
dren. They were much better off coloring
and gluing. Many of these children had
not learned how to share, which | had not
thought of before coming to New York
would be a large problem. Another thing
was they wanted what they make to be
perfect, so they would keep re-making it
over and over again and never finish, so
we had to emphasize the point that "I'm
not perfect, you're not perfect, we're all
not perfect”, "You're not going to be per-
fect at everything”, and other phrases
relating to the "Not perfect" point.

Though this trip had its downs, it also
had many ups. We were able to reach out
to many of the kids, and bring them closer
to God, so that they may be saved. The
puppet show started out bumpy, with
none but one member having prior expe-
rience with puppets, but by the end of the
week we were able to make it a smash.
The worship team created a great boost
of energy every morning, even on the
rainy, cloudy, and sleepy days. The kids
enjoyed the singing (and sometimes yell-
ing), and some sang songs they knew, all
the way from the church back to Dorcas

Center. Bible verses brought time to learn
God's words, as well as the lesson that "If
you fail, try, try again" and "Don't give
up!" Story time was a successful and en-
riching part of the morning where chil-
dren could learn about lessons from God,
and we hope they will remember each

lesson in their heart. Every one of the
children had a time where their inner
beauty shown out, and made working
with their peers easier, whether by shar-
ing, being kind and caring, showing love,
helping each other, and many more. One
student, who had started the week crying
when he couldn't get what he wanted,
had gradually learned that not everything
was his, and learned to share with others.
Another student put on an angry face
most of the time, and by the end of the
week, smiled constantly. Working with all
these children was a pleasure, and a won-
derful experience that taught me much. |
look forward to working with new and
past children in the future!
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