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Presidential Election Stakes High Say Christian 
Leaders 

 
 
This Nov. 8, American voters will decide what is arguably the most consequential pres-

idential election in decades. Maybe ever. Two major party candidates are being offered 

to voters. Two distinct visions are being cast. The Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-

tion talked to leading Christians in ministry and politics to find out whatôs at stake. 

 

One vision includes a nation where free speech and religious 

liberty are constitutionally protected, bedrock principles. The 

other continues along a path where such principles are quickly 

jettisoned with the latest turn of the sexual revolution.  

One vision aspires, as a first priority, to use our nationôs mili-

tary as a fighting force to keep America and the world safe  

from bad actors. The other would continue using the armed 

forces as a social experimentation lab, where the LGBT agenda takes precedence over 

troop readiness and morale, and where placing women in ground combat roles super-

sedes obvious gender differences. 

 

One vision would seek to build a federal judiciary, including the Supreme Court, that 

interprets the Constitution as an enduring document for the nation, with timeless 

guiding principles for civil government. The other would appoint liberal -progressive 

judges to federal courts who believe the Constitution is a ñliving, breathing documentò 

that bends with the times and with evolving moral standards.  With an aging Supreme 

Courtðalready absent one justice after the unexpected death last year of conservative 

stalwart Antonin Scaliaðperhaps four new Supreme Court justices will be appointed. 

The next president will be either Democrat Hillary Clinton or Republican Donald 

Trump, and he or she will nominate those vital Supreme Court justices. Those judges 

will serve decades and make their judicial decisions felt for generations. In an age in 

which the Supreme Court and the federal bench have trended toward an activist, 

lawmaking role instead of their i ntended taskðto act as umpires of the Consti-

tution ðthe stakes for religious freedom and limited government are monu-

mental.          
         Continued on page 2 
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ñThe next president 

will... nominate those 

vital Supreme Court  

justices...[who] will 

serve decades and make 

their judicial decisions 

felt for generations.ò 
 

-Billy Graham Evangelistic 

Association 

 



 

In fact, says Tony Perkins, 
president of the Washington, D.C.-
based Family Research Council, the 
very survival of our democratic repub-
lic may hinge on the fundamental be-
liefs of the next chief executive. 
Perkins told Decision: ñAmerica is not 
going to cease to exist as the land 
mass that it is. What is at stake is the 
republic as we know it, freedoms that 
we have enjoyed.ò 

 Christians in the Crosshairs 
Chief among those freedoms is reli-
gious liberty, Perkins says, and it has 
taken direct hits in the last eight 
years. 
ñItôs been open. Itôs been frontal. Itôs 
been unrelenting. é The weight of the 
government is being used to quaran-
tine faith within the four walls of the 
church, and that is not religious free-
dom,ò Perkins said. 
The ongoing sexual revolution, which 
has accelerated at mind-numbing 
speed, has placed more pressure on 
those with a Biblical worldview.  
Same-sex marriage is legal nationwide 
via the Supreme Courtôs Obergefell 
decision in June 2015, creating a colli-
sion of religious freedom with the 
lawôs conception of sexual freedom. 
Last spring, the federal government 
directed public schools to allow 
transgender use of gender-specific re-
strooms and locker rooms, a direct 
affront to North Carolina, which had 
passed a bathroom protection law that 
still stands. 
Despite some gains in the percentage 
of people who believe abortion is im-
moral, the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision 
making abortion legal nationally re-
mains, with the country approaching 
60 million aborted babies.  
The nation hasnôt merely been 
ñslouching toward Gomorrah,ò as the 
late judge Robert Bork wrote, it has 
nearly slid past it.  

James Dobson, the best-
selling author and psychologist who 
has championed the traditional family 
and Christian values for more than 
four decades, told Decision: ñThe sex-
ual revolution weakened the exclusivi-
ty and commitment required for life-
long marriage. Spiritual apathy and 
apostasy have also been major con-
tributors. America no longer lives by 
an eternal moral code given to us by 
the Word of God.ò 
ñAlso,ò Dobson added, ñthe radical 
feminist movement, based on hostility 
toward men, weakened the marital 
bond. Related to it was, and is, the le-
galization of abortion through nine 
months of pregnancy. Raising chil-
dren is what this ancient institution is 
all about. And, finally, the judiciary 
has created politically correct inter-
pretations of the law that are destroy-
ing the traditional family unit. Upper-
most among them is same-sex 
ómarriageôðimposed by five members 
of the Supreme Court on 50 million 
people who voted against it.ò 

As Penny Nance, president 
of Concerned Women for America, 
puts it, ñWe live in a time when we 
have gone from living in a post-
Christian nation to living in an anti -
Christian nation. That is completely 
contrary to the founding principles of 
our country.ò  The cultural slide has 
meant that more people are sharply  
opposed to the Biblical worldview 
than in decades past.  English com-
mon law, which helped in forming  
American law, was rooted in Judeo-
Christian understandings of right and 
wrong. Those sturdy tethers have un-
raveled quickly. 
                        

Contôd on page 3 

 

 

 

 

ñ...America no longer 

lives by an eternal 

moral code given to 

us by the Word of 

God.ò 

                 -James Dobson 

 

 

 

 

 

ñthe leaders we elect 

can either accelerate 

that deterioration or 

they can stay it by giv-

ing the church the 

space it needs to do the 

fundamental work that 

only the church can 

do.ò  
                -Tony Perkins 
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...God used two other brothers who so cared 

about my eternal destiny that they would 

visit me and bring about the ñah ha mo-

mentò that ultimately led to the surrender of 

my life and will to Jesus as my personal 

Lord and Savior.   

-Kevin Seto 

My Spiritual Journey On the Occasion 
of CBCMôs 40th Anniversary 
By Kevin Seto 
 

The first leg of my spiritual journey.   CBCM has 

been my spiritual home for 33 of its 40 years.  This spir-

itual journey started with God using a couple in Balti-

more County to bring me to CBCM, knowing that I was-

nôt Christian and wasnôt looking for a church, that I lived 

20 miles away and that it was a real stretch of faith for 

me to return the second time without them.  In His di-

vine providence, this started a two year search for an-

swers to the sins and ills of this world.  It ended with the 

revelation that Jesus is the answer and that He is the 

Savior that mankind so desperately needs (John 14:6).  It 

was here at CBCM that I heard the Gospel for the first 

time, here that I was inspired to open the bible with a 

real desire to understand for the first time, here that one 

brother in the Lord spent serious time with me over 

many dinners to answer my many questions about Chris-

tianity and here that God used two other brothers who so 

cared about my eternal destiny that they would visit me 

and bring about the ñah ha momentò that ultimately led 

to the surrender of my life and will to Jesus as my per-

sonal Lord and Savior.   

Building family roots at CBCM.  While philoso-

phers, psychologists, social scientists and other learned 

people may have their man-centered explanations for the 

stream of events within a personôs life, I attribute them 

to the sovereign will of the good and gracious God.  After 

God opened my spiritual eyes, ears and heart, He or-

dained that I would marry an amazing woman and beget 

two wonderful children with her.  Amazingly my two sib-

lings and father-in-law would come to CBCM and also 

meet their Lord and Savior.  It was His plan that my 

wifeôs three siblings would move to Maryland, call CBCM 

their spiritual home and would all meet their future 

spouses here.  Amongst us would be ten fearfully and 

wonderfully made children.  What was once just 1 non-

Christian would now be 23 family members in the Lord, 

all an integral part of the life of one local body of Christ.  

While some might call the development of a family com-

monplace and nothing unusual, I call it a blessing and 

am sure to thank God for it. 

Serving in response to blessing.   My spiritual jour-

ney doesnôt just end with being blessed with family and 

extended family; it also speaks of Godôs design in bring-

ing his people closer to Him by letting them participate 

in his Kingdom work and seeing His mighty hand doing 

the real and intricate work of changing lives and saving 

souls.  Desiring to live a life worthy of Godôs calling (Eph. 

4:1), God gave me areas to serve Him.  To name a few:  

selling books and bibles, chairing church-wide retreats, 

washing baptismal robes, teaching adult Sunday School, 

picking up and serving lunches, being a spiritual guide 

and friend to young adults, crawling through the church 

ceilings pulling audio and power cables, leading people 

to Christ, purchasing and installing computers, A/V 

equipment and modular furniture, tending to the minis-

tries of the church as a deacon, delivering sermons over 

10 years mostly to young adults and youth and helping 

sister churches get established.  While some might think 

of serving as something interesting to do, I call it Godôs 

way of shaping me, drawing me closer to Him and being 

conduits of His will for others.  After all, my life history is 

really not about me, itôs about His-Story. 

My continued spiritual journey.  My spiritual jour-
ney also took me through times when I thought that I 

had outgrown my church and that it was time to move 
on.  But as God would have it, I came to see the truth of 

Romans 3:23 that we all fall short of the glory of God, 
including Christians within the Church, my own church 

and even myself.  The thought that the grass is greener 
on the other side was slowly replaced by the truth that no 

church is perfect, that all churches are full of sinners and 
that it is for them that Christ established his Church.  So 
my spiritual journey at CBCM has not ended.  I see that 

God has placed certain ministry burdens in my heart 
that are current at CBCM:  the ministry of being a church 

to those who are ethnically Chinese yet culturally West-
ern, the ministry of being relevant to the unchurched, 

the ministry of disciples reproducing and caring for dis-
ciples and the ministry of saving the lost.  So for me, un-

til God clearly calls me elsewhere, I plan on serving, wor-
shipping and experiencing God at CBCM during its sec-
ond 40 year period.  May God glorify His Holy Name 

through His universal and local Church, until He comes 
again, bringing Heaven to this earth and establishing 

Paradise as He intended from the beginning (Rev. 21). 
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Instead, left -wing activists, smelling blood in the 
water, are seeking to take as much ground on the 
moral and legal front as forcefully and as quickly as 
possible. 
That pressure is evident when states such as Wash-
ington and Oregon punish bakers and pharmacists 
when their Christian beliefs collide with the secular -
progressive worldview. 

Veteran conservative columnist Cal Thom-
as, not one to put significant hope in political efforts 
to right the culture, says the next election will set 
the tone for the Supreme Court ñfor 30 or 40 yearsò 
and could lead to ñthe possible disintegration of this 
country.ò 
He says the culprit is a generation that has forgotten 
God, and it is reflected in our government. 
ñWe are sacrificing our children, nearly 60 million 
now, on the modern-day equivalent of the altar of 
Molech, which God called detestable on more than 
one occasion,ò Thomas said. 
ñWe are mainstreaming same-sex marriage, 
transgender toilets. It just seems that the sewer cov-
er has been removed and everything is now up in 
the streets.ò 
David Jeremiah, pastor of Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church near San Diego, Calif., sees a crucial 
election that may determine whether or not Chris-
tians can exercise their faith freelyðat church and 
outside the churchðor under an oppressive govern-
ment. 

Jeremiah admits that neither major par-
ty candidate is an exemplar for evangelical Chris-
tians. 
But he says the specter of the next president ap-
pointing a new slate of Supreme Court nominees 
should motivate believers to cast an informed vote. 
ñThe next president will select between two and four 
justices who will reign over the cultural issues of our 
nation for the next 30 years. 
The average Supreme Court judge serves 26 years. 
In the next 30 years, what happens in this election 
is going to have an incredible impact on my children 
and grandchildren. And the impact will be most 
likely felt more because of what happens in the Su-
preme Court than anything else that happens in the 
government.ò 

Beyond the issues of religious liberty and morality, 
the spread of radical Islamic jihad globally and at 
home has set the world on edge. Every week seems 
to bring a mass slaughter, such as those in Bangla-
desh or France, San Bernardino or Orlando. 
In the last eight years, America has sent conflicting 
signals about its commitment to seriously confront 
radical Islam. Unwillingness by federal officials to 
call the scourge what it isðjihad carried out in the 
name of Allah by Muslim fundamentalists ðand a 
lack of clear commitment to eradicate it has dimin-
ished Americaôs role as a world leader. ISIS has not 
only burst on the scene but has become a global 
menace. 

Former U.S. senator Jim DeMint, president 

of the Washington-based Heritage Foundation, a con-

servative think tank, says to successfully wage war on 

radical Islamic terrorism and counter other evil regimes 

around the globe, defense spending must be non-

negotiable, and defense policy must center on military 

readiness, not pushing the latest social trends. 

ñThereôs a lot of turmoil and instability in the world,ò 

DeMint said, ñand the way the current administration has 

dealt with Islamic terrorism by trying to ignore it and 

treat it as if itôs something that itôs not, has opened us up 

and threatened our security as a country. "Voters must 

decide: Which candidate, Hillary Clinton or Donald 

Trump, will strengthen national security and fight tena-

ciously against radical Islamic terrorism? Jeremiah and 

Perkins agree that whomever voters choose, they must 

demand that the ñfirst freedomòðreligious libertyðfrom 

which all other freedoms flow, is left intact. 

Perkins said that as the moral fabric of the culture unrav-

els, ñthe leaders we elect can either accelerate that deteri-

oration or they can stay it by giving the church the space 

it needs to do the fundamental work that only the church 

can do. 

ñIt is the churchð armed with the Gospelðthat can fix 

hearts. It is the Gospel that transforms lives. It is the 

church through the witness of the Holy Spirit that can 

preserve a culture. But without the space to do that open-

ly in public, itôs difficult. And elections in our country 

determine that.ò 

 

É2016 BGEA. Used with permission. 

 

 

 


